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Call to Order and Flag Salute at 3:30 pm by Mayor Serio. 

 

Council in Attendance:  Weistling, Serio, Carmean, Bunting and Smallwood 

Excused Absence: Tingle and Langan 

 

Topics for Discussion and Possible Action 

a. Facebook Page for Old Fenwick Island Photos – Council Member Smallwood and Greg Hughes, State of DE 

Council Member Smallwood introduced the topic explaining that the Planning Commission, on behalf of the 

Cultural and Historic Preservation Sub-committee, has requested that Town Council approve establishing a 

Facebook Page to accommodate the Old Fenwick Island Photos that they are collecting. Mr. Hughes gave a 

PowerPoint® Presentation that explained social media and their applications and usefulness to the Town in 

presenting Town business. A question and answer period followed: 

 

• Council Member Smallwood reiterated that this would be used as a repository of Old Fenwick Island photos 

and added that content control might be an issue. Mr. Hughes noted that the State of Delaware uses 

Facebook in a variety of ways and that the site can be configured so that no links, other than official links, 

can be attached. The State does monitor the site for violations of its guidelines and that there exists a “Tab” 

which explains the terms of use and guidelines the State follows. He also noted that the type of content put 

out tends to control the type of comments added. 

• Council Member Carmean asked if it isn’t more advantageous to use the Town web site for this information; 

Mr. Hughes explained that Facebook could be used to attract more participation in government and its 

projects. Council Member Carmean asked if permission of the owner is required before posting a photo to 

the digital archive. Mr. Hughes advised that the Town would need permission to use the photo and that the 

submission of a photo may be implied consent. 

• Council Member Smallwood advised that a “fan” can see what’s posted on the Facebook page but 

questioned if it is possible to block items posted to the “wall.” Mr. Hughes advised that there are controls 

that might be put in place but that the site will need to be monitored. He advised that there is a current 

Facebook page purporting to be the “official” Town of Fenwick Island Facebook page and that it might be 

advisable to report to the Facebook company the use of the term  ”official” as it applies to this page. 

• Buzz Henifin asked the amount of time and training that is required to set up, maintain and monitor the 

Facebook page. Mr. Hughes responded that there is no real training required and that the initial time 

investment is approximately one hour and then a few minutes a day to monitor it. Mike Quinn asked if the 

town would designate someone to monitor the site and Mr. Hughes advised that the town should have a 

primary and a secondary contact. He added that his department has several publications that are available 

for state agencies interested in web-based programs. 

 

Mr. Hughes’ presentation ended at 3:55 PM. Council continued discussion. 

• Council Member Smallwood noted that he believes that Facebook is suited to the Cultural & Historic 

Preservation Sub-committee’s idea for posting photos and supported a trial run. He has concerns about 

outside postings to the “wall.” 

• Mike Quinn asked if the town intended to hire a staffer to monitor the Facebook page; Mayor Serio 

responded that it did not. Council Member Smallwood added that using Facebook is easy and is one of the 

best places on the internet to share photos. 

• Buzz Henifin asked if it is possible to identify who is posting to the Facebook page. Council Member 

Smallwood noted that anyone can use an alias when posting and so it might not be possible to identify all 

posters. Vicky Rymer questioned if there is any way to have one-way communication only; Council Member 

Smallwood thought that it might be advisable to not have fans and leave the content open for viewing only. 

Greg Hughes indicated that the point of Facebook usually is for 2-way communication but that it might be 

possible to restrict postings to the page. 

• Mary Pat Kyle expressed concern that people are not interested in viewing old photos; Town Manager 

Abbott advised that CivicPlus has a plug-in feature that the Town can use to create and manage a Facebook 

page. 
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• Buzz Henifin expressed concern that those who post to the page will not identify themselves and create 

inappropriate materials. Vicky Rymer expressed concern about legal liability. Greg Hughes noted that the 

State of Delaware archives all postings for FOIA purposes; when a posting violates guidelines they remove it. 

He advised that most of the removed content can be classified as spam. 

• Council Member Weistling suggested a trial run and, if there are any problems, it can be shut down. 

• Mayor Serio noted that there is no need for Council action on this item. Discussion ended. 

 

b. Resolution #42-2010 Re-naming of W. Essex Street Ext to be named Ebb Tide Cove – Council Member Carmean 

Council Member Carmean read into the record Resolution #42-2010. Council Member Carmean thanked Mrs. Peg 

Baunchalk who was instrumental in working with all residents concerned to reach a consensus. 

Motion to accept Resolution #42-2010 – Council Member Carmean 

Second: Council Member Bunting 

Discussion – None 

Vote: All in favor (5-0) 

Resolution #42-210 passed. 

 

c. Banner Display for Warren’s Station – Council member Weistling 

Scott Mumford has requested permission to display a banner on Warren’s Station roof to celebrate 50 years in 

business. 

Motion to approve banner display – Council Member Weistling 

Second – Council Member Carmean 

Discussion: Building Official, Pat Schuchman, explained that the banner would be placed on the roof of the building 

between two dormers and on display from Mother’s Day to the third weekend in September. Council Member 

Smallwood noted that this has been done at other businesses; Mayor Serio added that the Cultural and Historic 

Preservation Sub-committee is featuring past and present businesses as its focus and approving the banner will go 

hand-in-hand with what the town believes is an important aspect of Fenwick Island. Council Member Carmean 

agreed; Council Member Bunting noted that Warren’s may be the second oldest existing business within the 

corporate limits. 

Vote: All in favor (5-0) 

Motion to approve banner display passed. 

 

Approval of Minutes: 

Motion to Approve the Minutes of February 26, 2010 Meeting - Council Member Carmean 

Second: Council Member Smallwood 

Discussion: None 

Vote: All in favor (5-0) 

Minutes Approved 

  

Treasurer’s Report: 

Council Member Bunting noted that the financial report is included in the council meeting packet. The Budget Committee 

has held meetings to discuss investment strategy. The Town should re-allocate some funds and will do so in the future. A 

recent change should result in an increased return of eleven times over current receipts. The Town also will invest in 

other funds in the future in various other financial institutions. 

Discussion: Council Member Carmean noted that this is a time-consuming process but one that is worth the effort. 

Motion to Accept the Treasurer’s Report - Council Member Carmean 

Second - Council Member Smallwood 

Vote: All in favor (5-0) 

Treasurer’s Report Approved 
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Town Manager Report: 

• Town Manager Abbott reported that the Treasurer’s Report is available for review as well as a recent review of 

expenses. 

• Recycling of yard waste – if less than 10% of the bulk of the trash is yard waste, then the Town trash hauler should be 

able to accept it. 

• Public Works has measured the beach and found no real gain/loss; dune grass planting was held on March 20, 2010. 

 

Department Reports: 

• Beach Patrol –Town Manager Abbott reported that twenty-six guards and a captain will be hired for this season. The 

State of Delaware and Sussex County both have committed to supplementary funding. 

• Building Official – Report is included in the council packet. Pat Schuchman reported that appraisers will be in Town 

Hall May 5-6, 2010. They review all prior year (May-April) building permits and assess/re-assess based on those 

changes. 

• Public Works: Report is included in the council packet. 

• Fenwick Island Police Department: Report included in the council packet. 

 

Committee Reports: 

• Beach Committee –No report. 

• Environmental Committee –Council Member Carmean reported Council Member Smallwood and Sally Boswell 

(Center for the Inland Bays) gave a presentation at the last meeting. Follow up information will be presented by Buzz 

Henifin at the April 13, 2010 meeting. Mrs. Carmean commended John Belian for his hard work in organizing volunteers 

for the dune grass planting. Rain barrels are available. 

  

Planning Commission:  Report included in Council book.  

 

Charter & Ordinance: 

• Council Member Weistling introduced a First Reading of Chapter 112 Parking (included at the end of these minutes). 

 Motion to accept – Council Member Weistling 

Council Member Carmean seconded. 

DISCUSSION: Council Member Weistling noted that the majority of the changes pertain to misspellings. 

Vote: All in favor (5-0) 

First Reading of Chapter 112 Parking Approved. 

 

• Council Member Weistling introduced a First Reading of Chapter 120 Property Maintenance (included at the end of 

these minutes). 

 Motion to accept – Council Member Weistling 

Council Member Carmean seconded. 

DISCUSSION: Council Member Weistling noted that the fine is increased to $500 and section 120-1b(2) is deleted. 

Mayor Serio asked what time frame is used before the Town will effect a clean up of property. Building Official 

Schuchman explained that it is ten days from the date of the letter from her department notifying the property owner 

of the pending action. Mrs. Schuchman’s first notice to the property owner is in the form of a non-threatening 

postcard reminding him/her that the property needs attention. If the property owner ignores the postcard, Mrs. 

Schuchman sends a letter advising of the need for attention and of the Town’s intention to proceed as per ordinance. 

The letter is sent both by regular US Mail and by Certified/Return Receipt US Mail. Council Member Carmean asked if 

any leeway is given in the event of bad weather; Building Official Schuchman noted that the Town is flexible and 

understanding in this regard. The Code has been enforced twice this past year. Council Member Smallwood noted that 

in the most recent incident the Public Works Department expended 1 ½ days on the property. 

Vote: All in favor (5-0) 

First Reading of Chapter 120 Property Management Approved. 
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• Council Member Weistling introduced a First Reading of Chapter 116 Peace and Good Order (included at the end of 

these minutes). 

 Motion to accept – Council Member Weistling 

Council Member Carmean seconded. 

DISCUSSION: Council Member Weistling that the proposed changes involve minor changes in wording and the 

inclusion of time of day and court costs. 

Vote: All in favor (5-0) 

First Reading of Chapter 116 Peace and Good Order Approved. 

 

• Council Member Weistling introduced a Second Reading of Chapter 77 Disorderly Conduct (included at the end of 

these minutes) and asked Council to delete the existing Chapter 77 Disorderly Conduct and replace it with the 

proposed document. 

Motion to adopt – Council Member Weistling 

Council Member Carmean seconded. 

DISCUSSION: Council Member Weistling advised that this change came about from Chief Boyden’s request to update 

and clarify Code regarding Disorderly Conduct. The Charter and Ordinance Committee reviewed Chief’s 

recommendations which were based on the Town of Bethany Beach Ordinance. The document has been reviewed by 

the Town Solicitor. 

Vote: Smallwood – aye; Carmean – aye; Serio – aye; Bunting – aye; Weistling – aye 

Vote to accept the Second Reading of Chapter 77 Disorderly Conduct: All in Favor. 

Second Reading passed (5-0) 

 

• Council Member Weistling motioned to accept a Second Reading of Chapter 107 - Noise  (included at the end of these 

minutes) 

Motion to adopt – Council Member Weistling 

Council Member Carmean seconded. 

DISCUSSION: Council Member Weistling noted that the proposed change deletes in its entirety the current Chapter 

107 – Noise replacing it with new language. This change clarifies verbiage and terms and outlines specific fines for 

violations. He noted that the change attempts to address commercial equipment noise in §117-5 noting that any 

complaints of noise should be documented by a certified outside source. Council Member Carmean asked what action 

would be taken if noise is obvious and unbearable; Council Member Weistling advised that if the noise is extreme 

enough as to be obvious, the Town may address it. Building Official Schuchman advised that the ordinance addresses 

such noise by noting that independent outside verification would not be necessary if equipment is not in proper 

working order. 

Vote: Smallwood – aye; Carmean – aye; Serio – aye; Bunting – aye; Weistling – aye 

Vote to accept the Second Reading of Chapter 107 - Noise: All in Favor. 

Second Reading passed (5-0) 

 

Old Business: 

• None 

 

New Business – No Action to be Taken: 

• None 

 

Public Participation: 

• Buzz Henifin (48 Windward Way) –advised that those who have an address change should be alert and verify that 

the agency they’ve notified has made the correct change. Mr. Henifin was unhappy that there did not appear to 

be a monthly Police Department report in his meeting packet. Mr. Henifin was dissatisfied with the amount of 

information made available to the citizens and wondered if more information would be available if the Town 

uses Facebook. Council Member Smallwood advised that the Police Department cannot share information for on-

going investigations. Council Member Carmean expressed her belief that citizens need to be warned if houses 
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are being broken into; Council Member Bunting added that a simple statement that something is happening is a 

good thing. 

• Mary Pat Kyle (1205 Bunting Ave) – agreed with Mr. Henifin. Mayor Serio will explore with Chief Boyden ways of 

disseminating information. Council Member Carmean advised that Nixle notification is a good tool and asked 

that the Police Department utilize the Town web site better. 

• Lynn Andrews (1205 Schulz Rd) – advised that two Saturdays ago a group was going around town and onto all 

properties. This group indicated that it was conducting a search for Greg Forte who went missing recently. Mrs. 

Andrews expressed her belief that they were trespassing and that she should have been notified that the group 

would be canvassing town. Council Member Smallwood advised that he received notification through Nixle; 

Mayor Serio suggested that everyone get on the system. Council Member Bunting added that this group was led 

by private investigators and that, if they were on private property without permission, it might be an issue. 

Mayor Serio asked for understanding from the citizens in dealing with the situation. 

• Lynn Andrews (1205 Schulz Rd) – asked if the town would publicize the FISH Annual Dinner Meeting 4/17/2010 at 

5:30 PM 

• Marlene Quinn (5 W Houston St) – advised that if a group of people conducts a search it might be advisable, if 

there are vehicles in the drive, for them to knock on the door and let residents know what is going on. 

• Mike Quinn (5 W Houston St) – thanked the Public Works Department for doing a good job during the recent 

snow storm and for replacing the missing street signs. 

 

President’s Report: 

• Mayor Serio presented a certificate to Town Clerk, Agnes DiPietrantonio, given by the University of Delaware 

Institute for Public Administration for completion of 24 hours of course study. 

• Mayor Serio thanked all who helped with the dune grass planting. 

• Mayor Serio advised that she attended an ambulance meeting and that solicitation letters will be mailed out 

shortly to those not participating. The Ambulance Financial Report was accepted by those in attendance. 

• The Committee for the Public Safety Building will advertize bids for architectural services. 

• Mayor Serio noted that those council members not in attendance today have been excused from attendance due 

to family circumstances. 

• Mayor Serio made note of upcoming meetings. The Beach Committee will meet on 4/10/2010 at 8:30 AM. This 

was not included on the original agenda. 

 

Motion to Adjourn: Council Member Bunting 

Second: Council Member Carmean 

All in favor Motion passed (5-0) 

Mayor Serio adjourned the meeting at 5:00 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Agnes DiPietrantonio, Town Clerk 

For Diane Tingle, Secretary 
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